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. B.C. Archana Kalyani, L.F.S., TRIBAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT,
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NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE
nasaro  AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

[ am happy to learn that Grama Seva Sangam (GSS), Illupur Taluk, Pudukottai district
is celebrating its Silver Jubliee this year. On this historical occasion, I congratulate GSS
for achieving this milestone. It is heartening to note that for all these years, GSS has
been sensitising, mobilizing and organising village communities in rural area in
conserving and enriching human and natural resources. I appreciate GSS efforts in not
only enrolling children below 5 years of marginalized communities in Schools but also
for providing them the minimum requirements like uniform, reading and writing
material which has won recognition from local administration. I wish that GSS efforts
to improve the lives of rural people will meet with more success in coming years.

(K. Venkateswara Rao)
Chief General Manager NABARD, e
Tamil Nadu Regional Office , Chennai
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NEHRU YUVA KENDRA

PUDUKKOTTAL.

District office of the NehruYuva Kendra T.S.No.5893/3, Kattupudukulam,
Sangathan An Autonomous body under Near Panchayat Union Office,
the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Pudukkottai-622 001.

Govt. of India. Phone: 04322 - 221840.
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DIST. YOUTH COORDINATOR * 11.09.2014
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Thiru. K.M.Shajahan,
B.Sc.,(Agri.)MS(IT),

Project Officer/

Joint Director of Agriculture

District Watershed Development

Agency - Pudukkottai

I feel really proud and honoured for having this
opportunity to wish Grama Seva Sangam (GSS), Kilikkudi while it
is celebrating it’s 25t Anniversary. For the past 8 years our
Department has been collaborating with GSS in implementing

Watershed Project in Illuppur and Kulathur Taluks of
Pudukkottai District. Through their planned and strategic works

more cultivable fallow land has become cultivable lands. Their
sincere and committed service to the agrarian community has
brought forth tangible results which are work appreciating. Once
again I take this opportunity to wish GSS to continue their
services in still more successful manner in the years to come,

benefiting the farming community.

a1
Project OQM& Agriculture

District Watershed Development Agency
Pudukkottai.
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M.S. SWAMINATHAN RESEARCH FOUNDATION

VILLAGE RESOURCE CENTRE,
PUDUKKOTTAI.
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I remember Grama seva sangam’s office in 1992 with four bamboo poles with a thatched roof
and two workers. Its elevation to the present status is because of its undrestanding about the
round really, commitment,hardworking,and sincerity. I wish them success in all their future
endeavors.

“With regards,

DR.G.V. GOPINATH,

VICE PRINCIPAL,

A.P.S.A COLLEGE, THIRUPATTUR - 630 211,
DIST SIVAGANGAI TAMILNADU,INDIA.

Really, it is my great pleasure to congratulate the founder of GSS Dr. MR.Palanichamy who
has been honored with doctorate for his yeo — men service and also extend my heartfelt greetings
to the silver jublee function.

C. Balaiah
Senior Lecturer Retired
DIET, Pudukkottai.
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Kilikkudi Grama Seva Sangam is highly proud of celebrating its
silver jublee in the year 2014. Indeed, we are very happy to bring out
a sovenier on this memorable occasion. Well known persons who
have been extending their kind co-operation for the successful growth
and development of this organization have contributed their valuable
services for the publication of this souvenir too. We would like to
record our thanks to the editorial team comprises Mr.P. Karunakaran,
consultant, Mr.C. Balaiah, M.A., M.Ed., M.Phill., senior lecturer
(Rtd) DIET, pudukkottai and Dr. Lakshmikandan M.A., P.hD., in this

regard. Once again, We would like to thank one and all for their

continued co-operation. We pray that this organization will grow and

serve the society with the blessings of the God and the well-wishers.

Dr. MR.Palanichamy
Secratary / Director

Grama Seva Sangam







It should be stated here that there
is an underlying truth behind the
origin of this organization. It was
started in the year 1988 at first by Mr.
M.R. Palanichamy, an
person in the rural area. As a young
boy hailing from a poor family in that
village Kilikkudi, he
deprived of his basic education due to
his family circumstances. This was an

ordinary

small was

unfortunate disappointment to him in
his early life. This misfortune kindled
his enthusiasm and inspiration which
lead him to do something good for the
rural poor and the backward mass.
Later on, it became his unquenchable
thirst that the depravity occurred to
him in those days should not be the
fate of other poor children too in that
area. He had given a concrete shape to
his thought at first in the year 1980
with the support of some like minded
friends and oneness in spirit. Some
how, they thought that illiteracy was
the root cause for all human suffer-
ings. Their well-meant effort helped
many poor children to have an access
to their basic education.

Later, in the year 1988 there origi-
nated a legally registered society in

the name of Grama Seva Sangam with
11 members hailing from the same
rural background. Their ultimate aim
was to

promote the
of the
educational

socio-economic conditions
community and its

pportunities.

Initiative Programme

As the next step, a school was started in
the year 1991 in Karambakkudi village in
Pudukkottai
educational needs of the local children in and

district to cater to the
around the village. 50 children were educated
in the school. In the same village Sacred
Grove development project was implemented
by GSS through the support of Ministry of
Environment in the early 1990s. It was the
first notable rural service programme of the
GSS which rendered its maximum service.
But the Sangam was badly in need of finan-
cial support at that time.

“Sharing of World Resources (RSWK)

The RSWR, Indiana, USA had kindly
come forward to extend a small financial
grant to GSS in the year 2000. Thus the
RSWR rightfully empowered the poor
women to make their own decisions to
improve their own lives and the well being of
their families and their communities.




We are highly dutiful to register here our
gratitude to Mr. Kannan, the
Representative of RSWR who witnessed our
works and created link for this funder to
receive the grant without which we would
have been in great trouble to carry out the
programme successfully. The special efforts
of Mr. G.V. Gopinath and V. Ramani, Project
Consultants of GSS for the proper and suc-
cessful implementation of the
programmes should always be remembered
by us. It should be noted here that their
valuable suggestions and efforts had helped
us in a great deal for whom we are always
grateful in this regard.

Indian

initiative

Further, some environmental
related activities were implemented
with the support of CPR Foundation
in the year 1995, in order to create

awareness among the
community in  and
Karambakkudi. Following this, three
awareness and educational pro-
grammes were conducted so as to

benefit the backward community

agrarian
around

which involved in agricultural
Those programmes had

undoubtedly increased their produc-

works.

tivity in agriculture which was the
main source of income to them.
While things were proceeding in this
way,

va Kendra, Pudukfiott

NYK, Pudukkottai had kindly
and timely extended an invitation to
GSS to start an Adult Education
Centre at Kilikkudi. As per this
project, an Adult Education School
was started in Kilikkudi village in
the year 1995. During the following
years, GSS had strengthened itself in
its infrastructural capacities which
attracted the Government
Departments and other Donors in

Abroad to create partnership with
N, W




Child Labour Schools

As a next venture, the Child Labour
¥ Project Society, Pudukkottai, came forward to
- % extend its support to GSS to run two special

& schools for Child Labourers in Kulathur Taluk
- in the year 1996. The Kinder Missions

Werk, Germany had granted some worth
' mentioning funds to GSS on this occasion to
support some components of the projects. This
fund was properly utilized to distribute school
uniform dresses to the children. Based on the

better performances and achievements of GSS
carried out so far in this way, the aforesaid
. society had allocated another three special

™ schools in favour of GSS.
That programme covered
200 poor working children
who were deprived of
school  education and
; rescued by us. The pro-
gramme was successfully
implemented for three
years up to 1999. The dedi-
cation and commitment of

. GSS achieved cent percent
I Chlld labour 0 f\-’]['.R..J‘\[I'lh:.ilLIgm)
eradication in its working areas and won a

< number of merit certificates and ‘Best NGO
. Award in the District’ among the 18 competi-

’ tors and other NGOs. One of the worth men-
%V‘ tioning award was the Best NGO Award
presented by the then Hon’ble Minister of
Labour, Mr. Rehman Khan, Govt. of Tamil Nadu in the presence of the Pudukkottai
District Collector on the occasion of a special function organized by the District
Administration in the year 1999. Here it is the duty of our GSS to thankfully
remember the dedicated services and supports of Mr. Joseph Ananda Raj, Project
Director, Mr. Gopinath, Project Coordinator and Mr. Anbalagan and Mr. Marimuthu,
Field Officers, District Child Labour Project Society.



SKIP-Swztzerland

While all the programmes of GSS
were going on beneficially to the rural
community in a smooth way, a Child
Labour  Eradication Proposal was
submitted by us to a foreign agency and
this proposal had been duly accepted and
readily approved by the Foreign Donor
SKIP-Switzerland considering the
valuable credits earned by our organization
in the previous years. This financial assis-
tance was allocated to implement the
project  entitled  “Education  and
Rehabilitation of Working Children in the
Interior Villages of Annavasal and
Viralimalai Blocks of Pudukkottai District,
Tamil Nadu”, during the years from 2001

to 2004. This project was drafted properly
by our project expert Mr. Gopinath, who
rendered an yeomen service for the growth
and development of our GSS. After
studying this valuable project proposal in
a deep way, our Country Representative
for the SKIP, Mrs. Sherly Mathew and the
Project Director of SKIP for India pro-
grammes, Mrs. Francoise Genode,

Switzerland had given their valuable
guidance and technical support to GSS for
the effective and efficient implementation
of the project. The total project period was
4 years. As our GSS wished to make use of
this golden opportunity in a proper way, it
decided to run 15 Child Labour Schools
and 15 Supplementary Education Centres
in selected 15 villages of Viralimalai and
Annavasal Blocks in Pudukkottai District
so that the educational needs of the area
might be considerably fulfilled.
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ABITATIONS)

' WORKING AREA ‘
' ANNAVASAL & VIRALIMALAI BLOCKS j
PUDUKKOTTAI DISTRICT

NON-FORMAL EDUCATION (NFE) SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATION
CENTRES CENTRES (SECs)

REGULAR FOLLOW-UP BY 32-
VILLAGE EDUCATION COMMITTEES,
32-PARENTS COMMITTEES

CHILDREN —AGE-5-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT CAMPAIGN
MAINSTREAMING NFE STUDENTS TO REGULAR SCHOOLS &
IMPROVE THE LEARNING PERFORMANCE BY
SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATION COACHING & EXCURSION

FORMATION OF32- YOUTH CLUBS, 240-WOMEN SHGS
& 32-FARMERS FORUM, 75-VIDEO SHOWS, 75-
PUPPET-SHOWS,

VOCATIONAL SKILL TRAINING PROGRAMMES
—COMPUTER, TWO-WHEELER MECHANISM,

MOTOR-REWINDING, LAB-TECHNICIAN,

SEWING- JUTE-BAGS, CLOTH BAGS,COIR- YOUTH CLUBS-REGISTRATION, WSHGS-

MAKING,VERMI-COMPOST, DRIVING-LMV, BANK-LINKAGE, FARMERS WORKSHOPS,

BOOK BINDING, OFFSET-PRINTING ETC., 514-HEALTH CAMPS, EXPOSURE VISITS,
INCOME GENERATION ACTIVITIES

1508
2076 5
2450 CHILDREN-AGE-5- o Condogenbb
NFE-CHILDREN SCHOOL CHILDREN ENROLLED IN BECAME SKILLED
COVERED COVERED PERSONS

SCHOOLS

TOTAL - 62,648 -RURAL POOR
PEOPLE-BENEFITTED




DIAGRAMS
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Figure-3

YEAR-WISE CHILDREN ENROLLED IN NFE* CENTRES - 2001 to 2004 (SKIP)
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With a careful planning and sincere implementation of this project, various voca-
tional skill training programmes such as Jute Bag making, Cloth Bags Manufacturing,
Motor-Rewinding, Two-Wheeler Mechanism, Lab Technician, Book Binding, Light
Motor Vehicle Driving, Computer DTP-Training programmes, Coir-Making,
Pickle Preparing and Domestic Electronics, Off-set Printing etc., were conducted to
create an employment access to the rural community. Moreover, our GSS donated
School Bags, Text Books and remitted School Fees to the children of Non-Formal
Education and Supplementary Education Centres in order to encourage children to go
to schools regularly without any hindrance.




4. Training programmes  on Record
Maintenance and Induction Training
programmes for the NFE* and SEC**
Animators were also conducted.

5. Curriculum Development and
Course Design for Non-Formal
Education were prepared and
valuable source books were also
published.

Educational Development materials through the support of SKIP:

It was our notable credit that we could identify an experts
group of teacher educators namely; Mr. G. Krishnamurthy and
Mr. C. Balaiah from DIET, Pudukkottai, Mr. K. Sadhasivam,
Teacher Educator, DPEP, Mr. A. Kumaran, Head Master and
Mrs. Aru. Ponnalagu, Teacher Educator, DPEP, Mr. Bala
Natarajan, Retd. Head Master and Mrs. S. Therase Pushpam,
Head Mistress. We thankfully acknowledge the valuable
services rendered by these subject specialists and experts.
They helped us to bring out various subject materials and
Resource Books with their hard and continued efforts and
services. Our organization was highly fortunate enough to
utilize the long services of these potential people in the
Education Department.

The SKIP Programmes were successfully implemented
through the support of more than 50 staff in the field. They
were a Project Coordinator, an Asst. Coordinator, an
Accountant, and a Computer Operator and 4 Cluster
Coordinators. We should also remember the services of Mr.
Gopalakrishnan, External Resource Person for giving the
Human Resource and Personality Development Training and
Mr. Muniraj, Expert of the OOPP Model Training programme,
Bangalore. The other supporting groups were three Vocational

Vs

Mr, C.Balaiah

Mr. G.Kirushnamoorthy




Trainers from Coimbatore, one Technical Person from the Regional Jute Training
Centre, Coimbatore, Nonformal Education and Supplementary Education centre
Teacher Training Experts from Pudukkottai, the local Government Authorities such
as the Revenue Development Officer, the Superintend of Police, the DSP, the BDOs,
Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors of Police Department and School Education Authorities.
We should also make a mention of some other technical supporting groups such as
National Agriculture Board for Agriculture and Rural
Development- Assistant General Manager, Banking authori-
ties, [OB-Lead Development Manager, Pudukkottai, STAMIN,
Kudumiyanmalai for arranging training programmes in their
premises and facilitating other residential hostels, guest houses
for our guests and visitors. We are grateful to the Chief
Educational Officer, Pudukkottai, Asst. Educational Officers of
Mr.K Sadhasivam Annavasal and Viralimalai Blocks and the local people,
farmers, women and youths of the project areas for their valuable support and
guidance.

It might be a great default on the part of our GSS if we
neglect a worth mentioning fact here. All the children enrolled
under this NFE scheme in this area and the students enrolled |
under the Supplementary Education programmes were not
given even a single chance to visit the neighboring places in and
around this centre in their early life. But programme offered g
many golden opportunities to these unfortunate children to visit  Mrs.Aru .onnalagu
so many worthy places and tourism centres. With the support of the SKIP pro-
gramme, these children were brought to various notable places such as Kotralam,
Thiruchendur, Kanyakumari, Thekkadi, Rameswaram, Ottapidaram, Madurai,
Vaigai Dam in Tamil Nadu and Thirupathi in Andra Pradesh every year. These
children were highly benefited by these Exposure visit programmes. They could
earn very good educational and social awareness through these exposure visits.

Actually the SKIP Project was planned for 9 years. The project was imple-
mented by our GSS with a grand success continuously. Various meritorious pro-
grammes were implemented year by year for four years until 2004. But due to their
administrative reasons they had to left India half way. Seeing our successful imple-
mentation of the project, SKIP authorities recommended us to the Huarralde
Foundation, Spain, an another notable Foreign Funding Agency to extend their
funding assistance in favour of our continuous services.



Thus the fortune smiled on us again in
our path. The Spanish Organisation namely,
Haurralde Foundation rose to the occasion

and they came forward to support us in the |

year 2006. They supported 13 Child Labour
Schools to run again and thus those schools
worked in order to reduce the number of
school drop outs in the area. They funded for
the following programmes in the subsequent
years:

1. Programme of distributing School Bags,
Note Books and Stationeries to the
children.

2. Programme of distributing school
uniforms

3. Programme of Sponsorship to the regular
school children hailing from Poor
families

4. Income generating programmes

In addition to these programmes, 12
rural deserving girls were identified from
the villages to be trained and serve as nurses
with thus sufficient qualifications. Most of
the girls were employed in government and
they are also taking care of the medical
needs of their respective villages.

GRAMA SEVA SANGAMG

KILIKKUDI

AUGURATION OF NURSING TRAINI
TS HOLY@EAMIILY HAENORI
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GSS
in Gujarat

Our GSS was given a rare opportunity
to prolong its meritorious service in another
state also. When this programme was going
on successfully in Tamil Nadu, the
Haurralde Foundation came forward to
support us to implement their project in
Gujarat which was not able to be imple-
mented by thier partner in Gujarat. There
they funded to GSS for the child sponsor-
ship programme and educational pro-
gramme  for  mentally challenged
children for two years. We implemented
these programmes successfully and it was
one more feather on our cap. We should
thankfully remember the support of
Ms. Patricia, Director of Haurralde
foundation and the volunteers from Spain,
who visited our Service Centre in Gujarat
in order to guide and evaluate our project
implementation. Another notable person
who helped and supported for the grand
success of  this project  was
Mr. P. Karunakaran. His selfless services
and sincere efforts which moulded us
should be recorded honestly and promptly.
So, it is our gain that we extended our suc-
cessful horizon towards the regions of other
state also.
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Watershed
Programme

It is our great misfortune nowadays
that we are getting only less rainfall
every year. Due to this natural failure of
monsoon, the productivity is also getting
reduced substantially. So, it becomes our
first and foremost necessity to impart tech-
nical expertise to the agrarian community
in this regard so that they could adopt
various methods in agricultural works
according to the changing monsoons.

Our GSS had readily entered this field
too and we appealed to the NABARD and
the Government of Tamil Nadu to initiate

Watershed Development Project in its
region. The proposal was approved and
thus we had been implementing
Watershed Project from 2004 onwards
covering 16,304.84 hectares of land
with the financial assistance of Rs.
38,429,486 and this project included the
land area of the agro-horticulture. We
distributed 16,126  seedlings for
plantation under this project. Following
this, we distributed 14,148  seedlings
under Dry Land-Horticulture and
Agro-Forestry Schemes. Then 40,348
seedlings also were distributed by us
which benefited 360,004 farmers in our
region. After a long 10 years of the suc-
cessful implementation of the project,
the ground water level was f

found to be increased
substantially and the area of
cultivation of crops was also
increased. Thus it was found
that productivity was also
enhanced.

.....




Various meritorious awards were
issued to us vouching the successful
The personnel who worked sincerely implementation of the Watershed
for the achievement of this programme Project. We are very proud to mention
were Mr. P. Sathish Rao, Mr. S. Natarajan, here, that the Project is still going on
General Manager, Mr. V. Ravi Shankar, successfully in Avvaiyarpatti and
Mr. R. Anand and Mr. Somasundharam, Amburpatti villages. We have sent a
Assistant General Managers from the proposal for extending this programme
NABARD and Mr. Adul Anand, [.A.S., to Mampatti village also, which will
Dr.B.C.ArchanaKalyani,I.F.S., continueup to2017.
Mrs. R. Vasuki, L.A.S., Mr. C. Rajendran, [ .
I.A.S., and of the Tamil Nadu Watershed | '
Development  Agency,  Pudukkottai
District  Collector/President ~ Thiru.S.
Manokaran [.A.S, District Watershet
Devolepment Agency Project Director
Thiru.KM.Jajakhan B.sc(Agri),MSIT,,
Project Manager Thiru.V.Jayakumar B.sc
(Agri), Er.Thiru.P.Kamaraj.

ACKNWLEDGEMENT

We should always remember the sincere efforts of Mr. Gopinath, who is one of
the pillars in the growth of our GSS. We have exploited his extensive potentiality in
preparing the Project Proposals with accurate Financial Estimates. His perfect
reviews of all GSS Project Interventions in all possible aspects must be recorded
promptly in the history of GSS with so many gratitude. How has GSS grown so much
and brought its services to many children, women, youth, farmers and families in our
region with in a short span of time? The answer to the question is that the ideas and
dreams of the people like Mr. Gopinath have been converted into action.




: Action is the single greatest reason why GSS is v@rl_l'e_re .i.t_ls. today.
o We are also bound to record our gratitude to Mr. R;ijkur'n_ar,-c'oordi-
& nator of Arivoli Iyyakkam, Pudukkottai District. He provided lot of
« support in form of advice, technical support. In each of our pro-
grammes he actively participated and rendered his valuable advic'e,
Another notable person was Mrs. Amuthavalli, who acted as the
President of GSS from the year 2000 to 2004. She had extended
her support for our growth and helped to promote the field pro-
grammes with her own interests and valuable advices. The next
important person was Mrs. Paripoorana Lilli, who held the position
of Treasurer of GSS from the year 2000 to 2004. We should never
forget her hard works to promote GSS to its next successful steps.
Then we had Mr. P. Sonaimuthu, Former Executive Committee
Member, who had helped abundantly to the growth of GSS at some
critical situations and he extended his financial supports through
some funding agencies during the emergency needs of GSS. We
should also acknowledge our thanks to Mr. Ramadoss, the Former

Executive Committee Member of GSS, who had shared his -,

valuable experiences in promoting our Community Development . :‘

programmes and supporting the Organisational Development. . . : .q
[
Ca
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There are other Former Executive Committee Members such as Mrs.

Selvi, Ms. Sarasu, Mrs. Balamani Manoharan, Mrs. Alphons Stella Mary,

development of our organizational growth.

The Local supporting Organisations such as Kandeepam,

Kilavayal, GVMMS-Pudukkottai, REGO-Pudukkottai,
VISWA-Viralimalai, READ-Foundation, Annavasal and
RIGHTS Organisation, Vamban should also be acknowledged

by us sincerely for their moral support and suggestions for

. .~ strengthening the community development programmes of GSS. » g 2%
* . ' - The valuable services of the Board Members of GSS at present -
Wl T _'sgch as Mr. Regi Mathew, President, Mr. Bala Natarajan, Vice :
' R President, Mrs. A. Muthulakshmi, Treasurer, Mrs. M. Padmini, °e
. e .Mrs: V.- Vellaiyammal and Mr. Santhakumar should also be :

6. . acknd lédged by us with our sincere gratitude. S
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The Pudukkottai District Collector & Chairman of e

the District Child Labour Project Society presented e
Certificate of Merit - for

undertaking two Child =
Labour Special Schools.

CHILD LABOUR PROJECT SOCIETY!
M (A Project of Ministry of Labour, Gowt. of India) '
PUDUKKOTTAI DISTRICT.

(CERTIFICATE OF MERIT)

This is to centify that the best DGO awand for the year 1996-97

is given to GRAIIIA SEVA SADGHT. KILIKUDY

el in

af Child Labour

BESTANAQRD
. QL OF

Best NGO-Award-1996-97 for conducting the Child Labour Schools in

Annavasal Block, Pudukkottai District-Presented by the District Child
Labour Project Society, Pudukkottai on 28.02.1997

LA Carlme B wphmad Sanfaeet spunpe Budsd g gl aies
WWWMM«M&“MM@
(et e Lol

o ApliLine s Qowds il amaipnans Sis

Best NGO Award - Presented by

Rehman Khan, the Hon’ble Minister for
Labour, Govt. of Tamil Nadu on 1999

Mr.

CHILD LABOUR PROJECT SOCIETY
4 (A Project af Minlstry of Labour, Govi. of India)
/ PUDUKKOTTAI IISTRICT.

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

This i o cetify that Cirnma Seva Sampam, kilikkadi is one of the active membet n national ¢hild Iabosr progeet, Puskottai
\
sce Vebeunry 199 Their mmense efforts and dedicated service hus helped the project offive o eliminate snd rehabilisate working

okl
hdren fron this déstrier. Thelr invelvement with working childeen ia highly apprecisble. This certificate is being iwmed for thes
bemer partscspation in the child lobour project and | wish them pet success in all their future endesours
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Chikd Labour Project Sockn
Pudubottai Diatrics
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Proudly Presents

"STAR ACHIEVER"

AWARD
&
GOLD MEDAL

TE 2P 11.2009
6“‘!“ HALL.
'r. nnnnnn Crgmmas

J.M.R. PALANICHAMY, AVL

VA SANCAM, FUDURO

Star. Achiever Award-Presented by the National Integrity Cultural
Academy-“The Peaks’- Chennai on 29.11.20009.

(RATORAL NTESRTY COUTWRAL ACABENY
“THE PEAKS s e

5

Proudly Presents ’

e STAR WILEWN

AW la‘t’!)

GOLD MEDAL
ATE 9 11 2011
PLAacK GEMsaAse HALL
T riacam Creiasy T
-—
L

-

T Golden Star Millennium Award- Presented by the National Integrity
-...ff Cultural Academy-‘The Peaks’- Chennai-on 19.11.2011.

— N

Rajya Rathna Award Presented by National Integrity Cultural
Academy, Chennai on 10.03.2013
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RAJ-TV-Akada-Vikadam-Award Presented by Raj-TV-Akada
Vikatam with Pudukkottai Sponsors on 21.07.2013.

| Jointly Organized =

_ Golden Achiever Award
- Presented by the National
Integrity Cultural Academy-
‘The Peaks’> Chennai on

Raja Kalaignan Award with
Gold. Medal-Presented by
Thamizhaga Panpattu
K a z h a g a m ,
Tiruchirappalli-on
18.05.2014.

1 Academy of Universal

=1 Global Peace,

5] Bangalore  awarded

1 “Doctor of Social

4 works”, on 28 June
] 2014
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I am Murgayi , from kallukattupatti
village in Rajalipatti Panchayat. I
belong to scheduled caste from very
poor family background. We had no
access to income as agriculture was
not having much prospects due to
monsoon failure. During such time in

the year 2001, GSS started one Coir
Mrs. Murugayi-with her Coir-Making Unit in-2002 She is in her Expanded Unit in -2014 making unit to create income avenue

to the village people. I took up coir making training for three months. After training I started unit with three manual coir making
machines under the support of GSS. After 12 years of my effort and encouragement and support of GSS funded by SKIP,
Switzerland, I have enlarged the unit with 4 automatic coir spinning machines and one coir pith cleaning machine. At present, 7
women are working in this unit. My monthly income is now Rs.25,000 to Rs. 35,000 . I am also planning to start one coir-mates
making unit in future. I am happy now. I have respect in the society. Thanks a lot to GSS

I am K.Arul Jothi, of Theravur village of Pudukkottai District. After completion of my
12th standard in the school, I could not continue my further study. My future was bleak. As |
don’t have any skill, I could not find any job. At that time, to my rescue, GSS started one liveli-
hood and skill training programme under the support of SKIP, Switzerland. I took up Training
on two wheeler mechanism for 6 months with stipend from GSS. After taking up training, I got
job in Saradha Motors as a store manager and earning Rs. 10,000 per month. Unless GSS had
not helped me , my life would have been different, but now I am happy and I am always grateful
to GSS and never forget their support

[ am Ms. A. Sumathi (20) D/o Annamalai from the village, Malaikudipatti. I am the 3rd girl child
out of total 6 girl children in my family. My father is a agricultural cooli and my mother Mrs.
Rajeswari is a masonry assistant, who made a painstaking travelling every day to Trichy town from
Malaikudipatti to find a labour work. Amid such family condition, Ms. Sumathi completed my
Higher secondary study and unable to continue my further study due to severe financial crunch of
my family and | joined as an assisstant in a Private Hospital at Trichy for more than 3 years with a
salary of Rs. 6,000/- month. One day loccasionally met the project coordinator of GSS and known
about the GSS sponsored free Nursing and Midwifery Assistant Training programme under the

Haurralde Foundation’s sponsorship programme. For my interest, I have been selected and under-
gone the aforesaid training programme from Holy Family Training Institute, Fathima Nagar,
Trichy. GSS paid all the fees for the training. After the successful completion of the training course, I got a job as Nursing
Assistant in the Government Primary Health Centre at Bodi Mettu village in Theni District. Now, I am earning Rs. 12,000/-
month. I am glad too, because I am self supporting and self-reliant, reduce the pathetic condition of my family and support to
my parents”. As and when I come to my village I take care the medical needs of our village for free of cost. I am bound to thank

L}

GSS and Haurralde foundation, spain for their support.

“My name is Sethuraman S/o Aran. I am a poor
farmer and I belong to scheduled caste. I have an
area of nearly 2 Acre rain fed area and look after my
paddy field. [ am leading my help only with the help
of the income obtained from the harvested paddy in
this only field. I am totally dependent of this field
in this only field. I am totally dependent of this field only and have no other source income. The NGO, GSS, Kilikkudi
approached me and told about the uses of Farm pond which harvest the rainwater in rainy season and helps to irrigate my paddy

crop when irregular rainy periods. I trusted their words and they excavated a Farm pond in my field. In my earlier cultivation, I
have suffered a lot of want of periodical watering for my cultivated fields. There would be no sufficient water for my crops from
second and third watering. During this rainy season, the farm pond was filled and the stored water was very useful in second and
third watering for my crops. If there was no water all my paddy would have been turned in to straw. [ am very grateful to the
people who have brought this Farm pond scheme and implemented in my field under watershed project through the support of
NABARD Bank and TAWDEVA and made me live happily than ever”.
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